
LOCAL AMNESTY GROUP'S SPECIAL PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE IN ERITREA: 

ASTER FISSEHATSION 

 

Swindon Amnesty Group are wondering whether kind individuals within the Old Town Partnership 

would be able to write some simple words of comfort on cards provided by ourselves for the mother 

and sister of our courageous prisoner of conscience in Eritrea called Aster Fissehatsion.  

 

The cards are provided and designed by one of our members. Another member of our group has 

offered to pay postage to be sent via Amnesty's Urgent Action scheme. Caring words reach far into 

the lives of those who have suffered so much. We admire their bravery and feel that it might help 

them to learn that they are not forgotten. A simple greeting such as "We / I think of you often." or 

"You are not forgotten" or "You are in our/my prayers" or " From your friend in England" would be 

of comfort. We do not advise anything political which could endanger lives.  

 

Aster's mother and sister have attended Eucharist every evening to pray for her safety since her 

arrest in September 2001. Aster's mother died last year but her sister continues steadfastly. Threats, 

humiliation, isolation and violence are common sufferings for families of those who fall foul of the 

cold, unfeeling mechanistic and oppressive regime. Organised starvation is now being used as a 

weapon.  

 

Aster was a beautiful, multilingual and well educated politician. She was the Minister of Health for 

Eritrea. She was arrested, with other Eritrean politicians for being part of their collective letter 

requesting the president of Eritrea to relax some of the rigid laws against free thought, free 

movement and free speech. She had never used or advocated violence. She has been imprisoned in 

Eritrea for the past 20 years. Her arrest was ordered by the President of Eritrea in September 2001. 

She has not been heard of since. The president had been a guest at her wedding!  

 

We have been writing to the President Isaihas Afwerki for many, many years asking for news of 

her. Silence! Aster was violently arrested in the middle of the night, in front of her small son. Her 

husband was murdered. Her son is now living in Holland. Escaping from Eritrea is extremely 

dangerous.  

 

We have been told by Amnesty's Coordinator for Eritrea that Aster has a sister living in the UK. 

This is good news in many ways but we do not know how she is. Some Eritreans encountered at 

The Harbour in Swindon have, unsurprisingly, been very distressed after arrival. The conflict and 

genocide in Tigray as well as the constant warring with Ethiopia have depleted the country's 

resources. Poverty and ill health permeate everywhere. Groups are not allowed. Even businesses are 

allowed only by one individual.  

 

Every male is conscripted for an indefinite period below the age of 50. Earlier and erratic discharge 

can be obtained by those willing to spy on family and colleagues. Therefore Aster's courageous 

family ought not to go unnoticed especially on the anniversary of her arrest.  

 

We do hope that you are able to help them with a few caring words. Please do get in touch if you 

would like to receive a card to write. I am able to deliver and collect, especially to anyone who is 

housebound.  

 

Please get your cards to me by 17th October. With grateful thanks. Andrea Hughes Swindon & 

Marlborough Amnesty International Group 01793 522989 My mobile for texting etc is 

07858147131 My address, to be used by prior telephone arrangement just in case I am out, is 18 

Goddard Avenue, SN1 4HR. 


